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2005 Team Richmond Families

Congratulations and thank you for making 2005 another great year for Team Richmond!

In 2005, we had a total of 12 teams and nearly 130 players represent Team Richmond (age groups 9U through 17U). Our program continues to be recognized around the country as one of the best.  This recognition comes in many forms and for many reasons.  Yes, winning is a great way to have a successful program and receive recognition.  We have done a great job with seven teams qualifying for Nationals this year (U10 DI, U12 DI, U12 DII, U13 DI, U13 DII, U14 DI, U16 DI).  Some of the highlights include:

· U10 made it to the semifinals of the Classic tournament and has received an automatic bid to the 2006 U11 National tournament in Cocoa Beach, Fla.

· U12 DI won its pool and made it to the final eight of the National tournament and has received an automatic bid to the 2006 U13 National tournament in Memphis, TN.
· U12 DII finished second in pool play and was within one victory of finishing in the top 10.

· U13 DI finished second in pool play.

· U14 DI made it to the round of eight in the DII National Tournament and has received an automatic bid to the 2006 U15 DII National tournament in Little Rock, Arkansas.
We also had ten players from our 2004 U17 teams receive athletic scholarships:

· Reid Augst – UNC Asheville (Big South)

· Ryan Butler – University of Richmond (Atlantic 10)
· Scott Grable – Fork Union (Prep school)
· Jonathan Hannah – South Carolina (SEC) football

· Chris Harris -  Fork Union  (Prep school)
· Brett James – Elon College (Southern)
· Tomas Jasiulionis – St. John’s University (Big East)

· Greg Redford –  Eastern Kentucky  (Ohio Valley)

· Tyrese Rice – Boston College (ACC)

· Jason Wansley – Virginia Union University (CIAA)
  I’ve talked to many people around the state and country and not once has anyone said to me that Team Richmond is great just because we have good teams and players.  Most of the compliments we hear are in the form of the quality and character of the people associated with our program and the class and sportsmanship we demonstrate consistently from our U9 team up to our U17 team.   Our program is not about one player, one team, or one age group.  We have built an association that uses basketball as a means to teach young men life skills that can be applied to challenges they will face in their adult lives.  Positive character development, good work habits, self motivation, and leadership are all attributes our coaches and players are trying to instill and learn. 

As you know, Team Richmond is a non-profit organization. The support of parents, volunteers and partners such as Virginia Commonwealth University and Henrico County Parks and Recreation has enabled us to keep our registration fees at a reasonable level as well as allow us to support families who were not in a financial position to pay our fees (we provided over 20 scholarships in 2005).  Our primary source of funding is the income that we generate through the tournaments that we host.  Due to the efforts of our Board Members, parents, friends and partners such as Virginia Commonwealth University and Henrico County Parks and Recreation, we have developed an excellent reputation for hosting quality tournaments.  We held two successful invitational tournaments (one in February and one in March) as well as hosted the DI state championships for the U13 and U14 age groups and also hosted the U12 and U14 DII regional tournaments.

Although the 2005 season has just come to an end, the Team Richmond Board has already begun to prepare for the 2006 season.  We continue to look to bring in additional high quality, experienced coaches to our organization, explore opportunities with potential sponsors and look for additional gym space.  As always we cannot have continued success without the help of each and every player and parent.  So please do not hesitate to contact any of our Board members if you have any ideas or suggestions on any of the above topics.  

Again, thanks for all of your support and congratulations on a great season! 

Go TEAM RICHMOND!

John Davis

Team Richmond Board of Directors
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