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2006 Team Richmond Families

Congratulations and thank you for making 2006 another great year for Team Richmond!

In 2006, we had a total of 11 teams and nearly 120 players represent Team Richmond (age groups 9U through 17U). Our program continues to be recognized around the state and country as one of the best.  This recognition comes in many forms and for many reasons.  Yes, winning is a great way to have a successful program and receive recognition.  We have done a great job with eight teams qualifying for Nationals this year (U9, U10, U11, U13 DI, U13 DII, U14 DI, U16, U17).  Some of the highlights include:

· U9 Team won the state championship 

· U13 DI won the state championship

· U14 DI finished second in the state

· U16 finished fourth in the state

· U13 DII finished ninth in the nation and has received an automatic bid to the 2007 U14 DII National Tournament.

· U10 finished 3rd in the U10 DII National Classic bracket and has received an automatic bid to the 2007 U11 DII National Tournament.

We’ve talked to many people around the state and country  and most of the compliments we hear are in the form of the quality and character of the people associated with our program and the class and sportsmanship we demonstrate consistently from our U9 team up to our U17 team.   Our program is not about one player, one team, one coach or one age group.  We have built an association that uses basketball as a means to teach young men life skills that can be applied to challenges they will face in their adult lives.  Positive character development, good work habits, self motivation, and leadership are all attributes our coaches and players are trying to instill and learn. 

As you know, Team Richmond is a non-profit organization. The support of parents, volunteers and partners such as Virginia Commonwealth University and Henrico County Parks and Recreation has enabled us to keep our registration fees at a reasonable level as well as allow us to support families who were not in a financial position to pay our fees (we provided over 20 scholarships in 2006).  Our primary source of funding is the income that we generate through the tournaments that we host.  Due to the efforts of our Board Members, parents, friends and partners such as Virginia Commonwealth University and Henrico County Parks and Recreation, we have developed an excellent reputation for hosting quality tournaments.  We held two successful invitational tournaments (one in March and one in May with teams from as far north as New York and New Jersey and as far south as Georgia) as well as hosted the DI state championships for the U14 and U15 age groups.  Over 150 teams participated in these tournaments.

Although the 2006 season has just come to an end, the Team Richmond Board has already begun to prepare for the 2007 season.  We continue to look to bring in additional high quality, experienced coaches to our organization, explore opportunities with potential sponsors and look for additional gym space.  As always we cannot have continued success without the help of each and every player and parent.  So please do not hesitate to contact any of our Board members if you have any ideas or suggestions on any of the above topics.  

Again, thanks for all of your support and congratulations on a great season! 

Go TEAM RICHMOND!

John Davis

Dallas Simmons

Team Richmond Board of Directors
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